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Everyone has a dream holiday. My dream holiday
is to travel to London because there are touristic places
and shopping.

Tourism in London suits all ages. And the most
important tourism sites in London are Big Ben because
I want to see the largest clock in the world, and River
Thames because of swimming, and the Tower Bridge
because it shows the river.

Shopping in London is beautiful. And in London
you can find luxurious international shops. The most
important commercial sites are Bond Street to buy gifts,
and Old Spitalfields Market to buy different things.

I am grateful for all the things I already have but
shopping in London would be fantastic because of the
tourism and the shopping I could find there.

My Dream Holiday in Iran
by Nasser Salim Al Amari, L1

Most of all I want to travel all around the world.
I want to see new places and learn about different
cultures. Travelling around the whole world would be
a dream come true. Iran has special weather which is

STUDENTS’ WORK

cold and snowy. Iran has specialist hospitals that are
doing eye laser operations which are very good and
not expensive.

I plan to go to Iran, especially to some of the
mountains. Iran has beautiful snow and cold weather.
I want to be in Iran for two weeks just to get enough
pictures of certain places.

Iran hit a new record in eye operations of best
equipped hospitals for eye surgery and many patients
a year are admitted to the hospitals. According to
statistics Iran offers low prices for surgery on eyes.

I love Iran because it’s a very beautiful country
to visit, has tourism places with beautiful weather that
makes you relax. Iran has specialist hospitals that are
doing eye operations which are very good and not
expensive.

My Dream Holiday in Spain
by Hamood Al Ndabi, L1

If I could choose I would like to spend a holiday
with my friends at the seaside. I would also like to
learn how to dive. It would definitely be some exotic

My Dream Holiday in London

beach in Spain.

The sea in Spain is very beautiful and very big.
Many people are fishing from the sea. Many creatures
live in the sea, like fish. The people are dependent
on the sea, and they do many things in the sea, like
swimming. Today many people travel in the sea by
ships. Many countries are dependent on this way of
travel.

In Spain many things are very beautiful and
interesting, like the weather. The weather is beautiful
in Spain. Many people like that and it is very cold.
And in many cities in Spain there are many sports
like football and basketball. Many famous players are
playing in Spain. The food in Spain is very delicious
and good.

In conclusion, I get a good feeling when I visit the
sea, and enjoy the view. [ will feel very invigorated. |
will go to Madrid where there is a strong competition
in football. 1 like weather in Madrid. I will go to
Madrid. There is also famous food in Madrid.

by Amjad Al Busaidi, L1

MY BRUSH WITH POETRY

Having recently read Malcolm’s article about his
poetry workshops (I have always wondered what went
on there!), I got to thinking about my own experiences
with poetry. I am not a poetry kind of person, to be
honest. There are a few poets I have enjoyed and a
few types of poetry I have found appealing, but more
often than not when I read a poem, I am thinking, «Just
say it, for heaven>s sake! Why do I have to «figure> it
out?» Yes, a reluctant poetry reader....

Nevertheless, I am reminded of the two times |
actually HAD to be involved with poetry (of a sort) in
my teaching career. (Ah, good times!) Every year in
the IEP at one of my previous universities in the US,
we had a Valentine>s Day party for the students. We
usually had between 50100- students depending on
the world economy. Teachers had to write Valentine

poems for each and every student, individualized
little poems of love and appreciation. We teachers
would meet together after work, divide up the
students and start writing. It was painfully fun with
all of us trying to help one another. There were lots
of hilarious but totally inappropriate lines or entire
poems and so many «impossible names» (we had to
include the student name in the poem). Is this why I
associate poetry with <pain»?

And then... after the suffering of creating,
we had to read them aloud at the party. I always
dreaded the whole experience, but frankly, students
truly enjoyed hearing «their» poem read aloud
to everyone, and then receiving a lovely printed
copy (suitable for framing!) ... and the poems were

dreadful. Here’s a choice opening line from one

of them that has remained with me even to this day:
“Arunya, Arunya... my little petunia.” Awful, but she
adored it.

Later during the party, students had to do their own
creating: the infamous «Roses are red, etc.» We did some
as examples with the students <helping> us and then each
student wrote an individual one for the poem contest.
Some were actually quite clever and others... not so much.
Here is my favorite for capturing the spirit of the holiday
[I canst believe I even remember this; it was more than 10
years ago]....

Roses are red,

Violets are blue.

You have a new girlfriend.

by Gail Jaraki, TOEFL Coordinator & TOEFL Lab
Supervisor
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RULES AND TERMS THAT DON’T AFFIRM

In teaching the English language, it’s rare that
we find one rule to adequately cover all contexts for
a grammar point; and sometimes, terminology and
language rules we were taught for convenience at
school blind us to our errors. Consider the following:

Brackets are not parentheses

In British English the symbols “( )" are referred
to as ‘brackets’; in American English they are known
as ‘parentheses’. This is unfortunate because brackets
mark off a parenthesis (singular), which means a
parallel idea; therefore the symbols alone cannot be
parentheses (plural). The misunderstanding seems
to have arisen from the fact that what is contained
between the brackets is referred to as being ‘in
parenthesis’ and NOT ‘in parentheses’. Even more
peculiar about the issue is the fact that the Americans,
whose conciseness and brevity of expression I admire,
chose four syllables over two!

Different from/than/to

I know we have to accept the prepositions from,
to and than with different, but I would claim that only
from is strictly correct. Than is favoured by many due
to confusion over the association of different with
comparative adjectives, which of course compare
difference. However, different itself is NOT a
comparative adjective, and therefore should not take
than. (Choosing the right preposition has not normally
been a matter of arbitrariness, but of semantics.) To
is only slightly more acceptable, but it points in the
wrong direction: something different goes away from
similarity, not to it. Furthermore, when using the verb,
differ, we nearly all say ‘differs from’, and rarely
‘differs to’, and never ‘differs than’.

Spot the object

The use of the verb give can cause erroneous
parsing. In “He gave me the book,” it looks as if me
is the verb’s object, but the book is then left dangling
without connection. However, this is simply an
example of acceptable syntactic inversion. A semantic
eye reveals that the book is the verb’s object, and me
is the object of the implied preposition, to. The SVO
order is therefore, “He gave the book to me.”

Prepositions’ positions

Should we putprepositions at the end of sentences?
It’s a matter of style that says we can’t, rather than of

grammar, but be careful: “Ending a sentence with a

preposition is something up with which I will not
put.”’1 Here is an awkwardly divided phrasal verb,
put up with, which means tolerate, but it’s actually
an inseparable phrasal verb. The sentence sounds
awful because the main part of the verb, put, has
been separated from its particles, up and with. Now,
how about ending a sentence with not just one or
two but five consecutive prepositions? «A father
goes upstairs after supper to read to his son, but he
takes the wrong book. The boy says, <What did you
bring that book that I don>t want to be read to out of
up for?»»2

The Oxford Comma

Commas cause casual caesuras. A good general
rule is use a comma wherever you need a pause,
either for breath or to avoid misunderstanding, but
avoid overuse. However, when it comes to lists,
there’s a rule that many of us learnt that forbids a
comma after the penultimate item; this can cause
problems, and that’s why some style guides insist
on the use of the comma before and. It’s known as
the Oxford Comma, or serial comma. Consider: ‘I
love my parents, the British queen and Dracula.’3
It could be construed that my parents are the British
queen and Dracula, so to avoid possible confusion
(especially concerning list items that are phrases),
the Oxford comma is sometimes suggested as a
substitute rule.

Parts of speech

Students do not readily adopt this phrase, for
some reason; or teachers don’t teach it, even when
teaching grammar explicitly; but surely students
need to adopt a term to refer to the constituents of
sentences, and this is it, like it or not. The phrase
may well confuse students to begin with, as they
pore over their textbooks, but the kind of language
we teach was originally a vocal utterance called
speech. (‘Language’ is from the Latin lingua,
meaning tongue.) There are nine parts of speech:
articles, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs,
conjunctions, prepositions and interjections.
Students sometimes think ‘subject’ and ‘object’
are parts of speech, but they are really the different
verb-related roles of nouns or noun-phrases. Some
words, of course, can be more than one part of

speech (e.g. well can be an adverb, adjective, or

interjection). The sub-headings of each part of speech
are too numerous to discuss here; however, it’s worth
remembering that students are often confused by personal
pronouns. Pronouns must naturally be able to be used
as nouns, so my, for example, is not a pronoun at all: it
modifies its accompanying noun (e.g. my car), which
therefore qualifies it as an adjective. Thus, it should be
referred to as a possessive adjective, and is distinct from
the possessive pronoun, mine.

Dangling participles

Hmm, I can read your minds... but simply remember
that an opening participle phrase must refer to the subject
of the accompanying clause, otherwise we err: “Running
to get to class on time, Ahmed’s money fell from his
pocket.” Was Ahmed’s money so desperately in need of
an education?

“Please send the report to I”

All over the English-speaking world it has apparently
become accepted for the personal subject pronoun to
be blithely positioned as an object. Why? - Because “it
sounds right”. Yet I challenge anyone to tell me they
think the heading of this paragraph sounds right. You will
have guessed that I’'m referring to the tendency to avoid
using me when coupled with another noun or pronoun in
the object position, despite its objective attribute: Please
phone Tom or I when you arrive. Me has become such a
taboo word due to the popular tendency to use it in the
subject position with another noun: Me and Tom went
to the flicks. People with greater aspirations towards
“sounding right”, who would correctly say Tom and [ went
to the cinema, then forgot themselves and adopted I as a
mask for me in the object position because they were still
referring to two nouns together. Poor old me has suffered
further in this mistaken trend by being replaced by myself,
which often wanders off to the subject position: “Tom,
Mary and myself submitted the report.” Myself thinks me
has made my point.

1. Attributed to Winston Churchill, British prime-
minister.

2. Attributed to Martha White, American writer.
(Tongue in cheek, of course.)

3. My variation (for local understanding) of a
sentence bandied all over the internet. Original: ‘I love
my parents, Lady Gaga and Humpty Dumpty.’

by Malcolm Veitch
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