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More on Learning a New Language

by: Asma Al Hooti (Translation major)

by Asma Al Hooti (Translation major)

You might think that learning another language is a bit difficult, well I
wouldn’t say that it’s very easy but don’t worry, it’s just a little challenging. If
you want to discover a new you, let’s say a more developed person, then it’s a
challenge that you should take. Learning a language is a beautiful world, a bit
complicated, but very deep and mysteriously nice. You can follow methods or
strategies to learn, speak and to perfect a language. So let’s begin:

First thing is your motivation and curiosity. Your love for a language
will motivate you to learn more and go forward. However, if you don’t like it

but you have to learn it, then I advise you try adapting to it. - - SH
The second step is to get real, and work hard. You can put a goal for SMHI

yourself for the start. For example, look for the most common words that you

use in your language and their equivalents in the target language and then start FR E N c H

using them.

Thirdly, make language learning a part of your life. You can watch EMGLISH
programs in the target language; listen to music and have conversations too;
and most importantly read. Personally, I find reading is the strongest method or
way to learn a language and even to develop it. It sounds boring, I understand, but once you try it, you won’t get enough of it.

Next, use technology to help you. It’s like having a friend with you all the time, of course don’t overdo it. You can download language apps like
Duolinguo and Anki. In addition, you can even reset the language in your phone. That would be very helpful.

I remember one of the teachers saying that when learning and speaking a different language you’re certainly going to feel embarrassed sometimes. It’s
true; take it from me because I can relate to that. Well, that’s your fifth step. Use what you’ve learned and don’t worry about making mistakes. Try talking to
native speakers of the language. Break down the wall of shyness and doubting yourself. You won’t know what you’re capable of without trying!

Lastly, try to be comfortable with the language and revise what you’ve learned of vocabulary and grammar, and try to speak it. Practice a lot. That will
make you good.

These are some of the methods that you can use and follow, but what’s interesting is that people are different and they have different abilities and
skills. You can create your own way of learning a language instead. How do you think that you can learn speaking a different language? What makes you,
you?! Some love languages and that’s why they learn them; others want a better job. Decide what you really want and then try to figure out your way with a
language, and that is the simplest and the best way © .

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, And both that morning equally lay

And sorry I could not travel both In leaves no step had trodden black.

And be one traveler, long I stood Oh, I kept the first for another day!

And looked down one as far as I could Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

To where it bent in the undergrowth; I doubted if I should ever come back.

Then took the other, as just as fair, I shall be telling this with a sigh

And having perhaps the better claim, Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Because it was grassy and wanted wear; Two roads diverged in a wood, and [—

Though as for that the passing there I took the one less traveled by, . e : :
Had worn them really about the same, And that has made all the difference. by: Robert Frost
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FI TEACHER FINDS FAME IN FILM

An interview with an intrepid explorer of heritage.

It was the hot Omani month of April when fame called upon Mr
Malcolm to star in a short video for the Oman Ministry of Heritage
and Culture to promote Nizwa as the Capital of Islamic Culture,
2015.

Four groups of Omani film students were dispatched to Nizwa
for one week to produce different short videos under the direction
of professional film-makers. Mr M met his director, Rami Murtada,
in a Nizwa cafe where he and his crew seemed very pleased to have
suddenly found a fit for the part they had chosen for their story: an
older western explorer, unearthing long-forgotten tales of magic and
mystery that originated in Nizwa. The part had been turned down by
that already in-demand star of DFL, Ray Petersen.

“For four days in the following week, with permission from
our former FI director, Dr Khalfan, I rose at dawn to meet the rest of
the crew at Al Diyar Hotel and follow them to our filming locations.
At around 10.30am we would break off filming so I could hurry
back to Birkat Al Mouz to attend to business in Anjiz. By 3pm [ was
off again to continue my role as a would-be Indiana Jones in straw
hat and carrying a backpack of spoils. We’d finish around 6 or 7pm
when I’d retreat for a well-deserved ice-cold beverage after baking
in the relentless sun.

“For most of the film I had no speaking part; I just had to
look curious and bemused, which I naturally was, anyway. The most
interesting experience was my being taken to parts of Nizwa I didn’t
know existed, and introduced to old local stories I had never heard
of. There are several tales that my character stumbles across and sees
re-enacted before him. A captivating example is the story behind the
huge rock in the wadi near Nizwa souq. Apparently, there’s a young
boy inside it...”

The film, along with the others, was shown in Al Shahba
in October 2015 to a rapt audience of students and VIPs, and
participants in the projects were awarded plaques and certificates
in kind acknowledgement of their efforts. Clips from the film then
turned up in the foyer of Nizwa’s Golden Tulip Hotel in 2016. Mr
M is awaiting an offer for the West End adaptation since it now
looks as if world-wide distribution of the film has been curtailed.
It’s become a bit of a collector’s piece and might therefore show up
in a Criterion edition. Actually, Mr M praises all involved: “Rami
and his crew did an excellent job in all stages of production, and
in looking after their western divo. It’s a very professional and
impressive video with some great special effects.”

For further information, or viewings by students, see Mr
Malcolm.

“Trust me, Mr Malcolm; if you fall, I’ll catch you.”

Keine Ironie

Es ist sehr komisch, wenn -

man eine solche &

Nachricht hort oder

bekommt. Fiir mich eine junge omanische studentin
kleng das nicht nur komisch und bizarre, sondern
schimpfend und errschiitternd. Jetzt kommt einer,
der uns lehren sollte, welche die Arabische
Hauptstadte sind.

Es ist sehr wichtig, dass man heutezutage fiir sich
selbst eine Hauptatadt auswilen darf und allein iiber
die Geographie entscheiden kann. Vielleicht gillt das
auch als personliche Freiheit.

Es ist auch lustig, da wir in der Schule gelernt haben,
dass Jursalem die Hauptstadt Palistinas ist,
allerdings ist sie heute die Hauptstadt eines anderen
Landes. Das heifit Maskat ist heute die Hauptstadt
von Oman, aber wir konnen das willkiirlich dndern.
Das horte sich sehr einfach an. Wir sollen nur die
Weltkarte anschauen und dann suchen wir eine neue
Hauptstadt fiir uns. Warum nicht Mixiko? Oder

New York?! Am bisten vielleicht doch Madrid!

Athra Salim Ali Al Mabsali
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