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The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority Briefing on the Oman

Qualifications Framework project at the University of Nizwa

Royal Decree 542010/ states that the Oman
Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA) is
responsible for “developing and updating the
Oman Academic Qualifications Framework
in collaboration with the Ministry of Higher
The
Education Council issued a decision authorizing
the OAAA to develop a comprehensive Oman
National Qualifications Framework (ONQF) to
include academic, vocational, professional and
school education.

The Oman Qualifications Framework (OQF)
includes different levels and qualifications in

Education and other relevant authorities.”

the education system, describing the principles
and standards associated with qualifications and
their titles to ensure consistency in qualifications
throughout the country, as well as providing
equivalence of standards in comparison with

respected international education institutions.

The OAAA is responsible for developing and
maintaining the OQF for all types and levels
of education, including schooling, vocational,
professional and academic higher education.
The establishment and implementation of a
comprehensive ONQF for the Sultanate is expected
to bring coherence to the education and training
system in Oman. This will be achieved through
the integration of the various sectors into one
nationally coordinated qualification system that
will promote the relevant national goals of Oman.
Phase one of the OQF project, initiated in May
2015, will be completed in July 2016 and phase
two will commence from August 2016 to July
2017. The OAAA hopes to launch the OQF to the
sector in October 2017.

At the request of the OAAA, The University of

Nizwa (UoN) hosted a briefing on Tuesday, April
5, 2015 morning for the sector in the Dhakiliya &
Sharqgiya regions of Oman. More than 40 OAAA
invited participants attend the briefing. A site link

will soon be provided by the OAAA containing
the presentations made at the briefing; once the
link is published, the UoN Deanship of Quality
Management (DQM) will share it with the Campus
community.

If T had a chance to visit a foreign country
for two weeks, the first choice that comes to my

mind will be Japan. Japan is a beautiful country
with a lot of attractive scenes, various culture and
interesting cities.

Firstly, I want to go sightseeing Japanese

landscapes. For instance, I want to see the
Mount Fuji which is the mountain covered
by snow on the top. Mount Fuji is one of the
symbols of Japan. I like its beauty and wish
I had a chance to climb it. However, I would
like more to have a picnic while sightseeing
the cherry blossom. I feel not only lively
when I enjoy the meal with other tourists but
also peaceful in my soul as admiring the view
of blossom petals falling down slightly.
Secondly, I will take more opportunities to
explore culture of Japan. I would like to eat as
much Japanese food as possible. Not only the food
is decorated very attractively but also the taste
is unique and delicious such as sushi, yamen or
dango. Furthermore, I would like to see beautiful
Geishas, to try on kimono, then walk around Geisha
District, which will be an exciting experience. It is
well worth seeing temples where [ will buy some
lucky amulets for my parents and friends.
Finally, Japan has a lot of interesting cities

By Zahrah Issa Haroon Al Hashami
Elementary, Section 10

that I want to take a visit. I want to go to Chiba so
that I am able to have a lot of fun in amusement
park “Tokyo Disney Land”. Japan is also famous
for ancient castles where I can learn more about
Japanese history and architecture like Nagoya
castle and Osaka castle. In addition, I don’t want
to miss Tokyo Tower in my list of the places I must
visit. It is a wonderful tower from where you can
have a spectacular view of the whole city as well as
enjoy delicious food and drink while sightseeing.
Beside, Akihabara is a great area for otaku who
like manga and anime a lot. In this part of Tokyo I
will buy as many figures of my favorite character
as possible. After shopping I will take a cup of
coffee in a famous Maid Café¢ where waitresses
wear lovely dresses as maids.

Beautiful landscape, diverse culture as well as
exciting cities are only a few reasons why I choose
Japan as a country to visit. I always wish I had
enough money to visit the whole Japan and I feel
two weeks’ time is too short for me.
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My Experience Working at the

Writing Center

AFRAH ABDALLAH ALI AL QUYOODHI

and peer tutors aimed at English language improvement. This semester,
my colleagues and I conduct conversation sessions that enable students
to speak and interact with each other in English easily.

Being a peer tutor has taught me many things. I have become more
patient, [ have improved my time management skills and I have been able
to enrich my English language. I have enjoyed my time at the Writing
Center on many occasions. For instance, our trip to the sinkhole which
is located in Hawayat Najem Park to see the most incredible scenes,
the Arabic language open day and the visit of Sultan Qaboos Collage
students to the center and the humorous moments that we have during
our weekly meetings.

To put it briefly, bm really glad that I joined the Writing Center. If you
are a student needing any sort of academic assistance, remember, the
center is always there to help you improve. Also, if you are interested at
becoming a peer tutor one day, believe me, it is worth a try.

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks to the director of the Writing
Center Mr. Derek O'Connell and the administrators for helping me
become a good tutor.

Maxims and proverbs

Proverbs are the adornment of speech.
Birds of a feather flock together.

After a test men are honored or disgraced.
A friend in need is a friend indeed.

All truth is not always told.

All that glitters is not gold.

Jl—"’mig,eéa
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The 9th of September 2015, is the day I started working at the Writing
Center in University of Nizwa. The purpose of the Writing Center is
to provide assistance to students who seek to improve their English
language skills by attending tutorials, workshops, conversations and
academic consultations conducted by native speaking instructors.

During my first days, I felt lost. I didn>t know anybody at the center. I
felt that I needed a lot of practice to be a good tutor. Day by day, I learned
new things, I attended tutorials that were conducted by other tutors so as
to know and understand how to manage a tutorial session. Meanwhile, I
got to know my colleagues, the other peer tutors, who were enthusiastic,
full of energy and were really funny. Eventually, I learned to like the
place.

After learning about tutorials and how to manage them, I was so excited
to start my own session. It was so interesting to tutor different student
with different levels of English. Aside from assisting students with basic
language skills, I also taught different courses from my major, which
is English Language and Translation. This helped me to revise all what
Ive learned in previous courses and improved my writing and reading
skills as well. Aside from that, I attended workshops conducted by the
Writing Center’s director and administrators that were for both students

I Ty JLaYl
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A word to the wise is sufficient.
An occasion lost cannot be redeemed.
By others fault wise men correct their own.

Confidence is the companion of success.

Done by / Aisha Mohammed Al shahoomi

English translation
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