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COMMUNICATION & CULTURAL/LINGUISTIC DIFFERENCES

Language at large entails wider, not strictly gram-
matical entities such as tones, gestures, vocabu-
lary, culture, customs, attitudes and context. Tarone
(1983:65) summarizes the complex nature of com-
munication strategies in interlanguage interaction by
claiming communication to be «a mutual attempt of
two interlocutors to agree on a meaning in situations
where requisite meaning structures do not seem to be
shared.» In other words, what Tarone labels ‘mean-
ing structures’ would include linguistic structure and
sociolinguistic rule structure, grammar and culture.
Therefore, it is a joint communication, where inter-
locutors must jointly construct meaning in a process
that relies on a variety of factors. One of the most
important ones among these is the pragmatic com-
petence, which is the ability to construct appropriate
communication in different speech act forms such as
in compliments, refusals, requests or apologies.

An oversimplification that many researches fall
for is to consider Arabic speakers to be affected by
the above factors to the same degree and in the same
way regardless of contextual differences. In fact, this
overgeneralization prevents the analyst from reach-
ing descriptive and explanatory accuracy for many
reasons. The effect of the old and modern colonial
history of Arab nations, migration flows and geo-
graphical locations that limit or extend the commu-
nication with other parts of the world are important
factors which contribute to different experiences and
cultural outlooks. Al-Issa (1998) criticizes treating
the whole Arab World as one single nation and states
that it is a mistake to consider Arabs from different
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan or
Morocco to share the same characteristics in their
discourse behavior, although they are all considered
part of the Arab World community.

An example of this differentiation of culture, and
therefore of spoken discourse in these countries can
be observed in the different Arabic dialects spoken
throughout the Arab world. Although these dialects
originally derive from the classical Arabic, they still
include some borrowings, expressions and vocabu-
laries from other languages and have also developed
their own linguistic innovations, producing a com-
plex linguistic map. Classical Arabic is a common
referent and source, but it is limited in actual use to

very formal contexts, such as written communi-
cation and formal speech situations. Dialects are
also interacting and exposure to non-classical,
regional variants has increased as a result of the
mass media, in particular TV series and mov-
ies. Arab learners are in turn also affected by the
domination of certain languages in their com-
munities as a result of different colonial experi-
ences. Exposure to colonial languages has also
varied in accordance to the different colonizing
powers in different parts of the Arab world.

Given this complex linguistic situation in the
Arab world, what L1 means is not always imme-
diately clear: it could refer to aspects of Arabic
shared by all dialects, but it could also refer to
aspects of Arabic particular to specific dialects,
and both may be interacting with the L2 being
acquired. These complex interactions between
L1 (local forms of Arabic and also shared fea-
tures deriving from Classical Arabic) and the
different second languages in the regions result
in a complex linguistic panorama in the Arab
world. Thus, there are transfer patterns from dif-
ferent Arabic dialects into English production,
which may be similar across the Arab world if
stemming from shared features inherited from
the Classical language, or different is stemming
from new developments in the local dialects.
Take for instance the presence of this effect in
GCC countries (Oman, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar and UAE) on learners of English
as a result of the presence of British English in
the Gulf region due to historical colonial rea-
sons. Some of these learners) transfer problems
are phonological substitution of Arabic conso-
nants for English consonants, such as [b] for
[p], [f] for [w/v], []] for [[1], [n] for [n] or [g]
for [[1]. Some of these ([b] for [p], for instance)
are common across the Arab world; some others
([f] for [w/v]) stem from the particular phono-
logical make-up of the Gulf dialectal area, while
still others ([g] for [[1]) are specific to the local
variant of Arabic spoken in Oman. Transfer is
also felt in syntactic aspects such as word order,
producing transferred orders such as hat big for
big hat (Khamis-Dakwar et al 2012). This hap-
pens to be a common feature to all Arabic vari-

ants. In a similar way, in a situation like that
in the Maghreb, with the domination of the
French language as lingua franca, monolin-
gual speakers who have not been exposed to
French have difficulties in distinguishing be-
tween /p/and /v/; for example, they pronounce
words like paper as /baber/ and visit as /fisit/
(Khamis-Dakwar et al 2012). Although they
do not explicitly claim so, they seem to sug-
gest the expectation is that Arabic and French
bilingual speakers from that area would not
have problems in distinguishing the sounds,
since they are part of the phonemic inventory
of French. L1 on L2 effects like the previous
ones are well-known and studied and consti-
tute one of the most typical research areas in
second language learning.

The need to avoid oversimplification in the
depiction of L1 is nothing new in the area of
phonetics, and the previous examples show
typical variation in the L2 acquisition of Eng-
lish resulting from different aspects of an L1
which, as has been shown, is far from being a
single and homogeneous language, even if we
do call it ‘Arabic’.
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by Dr Ahmed Al-Rahbi (FID)

E-LEARNING: Padlet Wall

The world of technology is changing everyday. It
is making teaching and learning easier and more en-
joyable for both teachers and learners. It is helping us
to access the sources of information everywhere and
anytime. It helps us to have our own pace in learn-
ing different subjects. We need to keep searching for
these new facilities and make use of them to enhance
learning. The new application that I am going to in-
troduce is a wall, but a virtual wall called Padlet.

How can we use a wall to enhance learning? If
you look at the classroom walls, you will see some
posters and notes and pictures to expose the learners
to the lessons and make it more pleasant. The above
mentioned wall is virtual not real. It is on the internet.
Every class, every group of teachers or students can
own a wall to share anything interesting they find on
the wall. Even each person can have a wall to keep it
as a journal of their daily activities and thoughts.

This wall has some specific features. You can post
pictures, notes and videos on it. Your partners can
also post and leave comments. The good thing about
this wall is that it is visually attractive and very user-
friendly. According to “Blended Learning Essentials”
(2017), Padlet provides an easy way for learners to
collaborate and curate web-based resources, or gener-
ate ideas together. The wall encourages engagement.
It allows for multiple users to edit at the same time.
There are multiple settings to allow users to modify
the Padlet wall, by adding different ‘wallpapers’, set-
ting privacy and permissions and customizing the
wall’s web link.

I am going to take you on a quick tour to learn how
to set up your Padlet Wall. First, open an account us-

Sign up for Padlet

Old timer? Log in

SIGN UP WITH GOOGLE

SIGN UP WITH FACEBOOK
|

I'm beautiful

ing this link: https://padlet.com/
Padlet sign up page: After signing up you

Brief Tutorial
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will be redirected to an easy few steps tutorial

of how to set up your Padlet. Just follow the
pages.

Quick tutorial: After that, you will be asked
to manage your profile. Upload a photo and add
your name and a brief bio as the creator or ad-
ministrator of this Padlet wall. This is optional.
You can also leave it blank.

Dashboard: Then, you will have a dash-
board. From there you can create as many Pad-
let walls as you like. There is a “Make a Padlet”
button on the dashboard where you can initiate
a Padlet wall by clicking on it.

When you start your Padlet, you will get into
an environment, which is a blank page with a
background. You can change the background to
suit the theme of your Padlet. There is a Plus
button on the bottom right side for posting on
your wall. You can also post just by double-
clicking on the wall. After clicking the plus but-
ton or double-clicking, you will see the options
of adding notes or images or videos. There is

Participations | 1§

a floating window on the right side of your
Padlet. You can open it by hitting the setting
button on the right. It has privacy and layout
and some more features.

The most important step that you should
take after making your Padlet is to tell people
about it. Padlet provides you with some op-
tions to do so.

e First, you can personalize your Padlet
with a specific URL address. It gives this op-
tion to you through: Setting/Modify/Address

e Second, you can add contributors by
clicking on Share button on the right on the
“People & Privacy” tab

e Third, after
clicking the share

button you can also
see another tab with
the title of “Share/Ex-
port/Embed”. It gives
you many sharing op-

tions like sharing it on

Facebook and Twitter. But the most interest-
ing option is to produce a QR code specific to
your Padlet that you can print and post it on
the wall of your class, and your learners, col-
leagues or classmates can use the “QR Code
Reader” app on their phones or tablets to scan
the code and find your Padlet.

Make your own Padlet and share your ex-
perience with us on our Padlet: https://padlet.
com/azadeh adibi/FIMagazine

Reference:

Blended Learning Essentials: Getting
Started. Retrieved May 19, 2017 from https://
ugc.futurelearn.com/uploads/files/a6/cb/
a6cb506d-c04a-4110-9b29-744b6174132c¢/
Padlet.pdf

by Azadeh Adibi
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