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Ask a teacher: Steven Douglas Orr

Steven answers questions from his class students,
Elementary Section 26.

1. When did you come to the University of Nizwa?2
I moved to Nizwa in Aug 2011 from Al Ain, UAE.

2. What is the name of the University where you
studied?

The University of California Santa Barbara. Itis very
famous for its ocean setting. The campus is literally
on the coast of California with some buildings
having ocean views. Some students were lucky
enough to rent houses or apartments that were right on the edge of
the cliff with balconies overhanging the Ocean. | don’t think there
is another University with such a setting and accommodation for
students.

3. What experiences will you never forget at your Universitye

| will never forget studying late at night for exams in the Library. | found
a secret room with a giant table shaped like a surfboard with lots of
space to put all our books and papers if | was studying with classmates.
Very few people knew about thisroom and so you could have a quiet
place to study when the Library was very crowded. My other great
memory was my part-time job at night working at Pizza Bob's. It was
a fun place to work as there were always sports on the big screen TV,
and we could have all the pizza and soda we wanted for free.

4. Were you a clever person at University?
| wasn't very good in math or chemistry, but | did very well with my
Anthropology and Psychology classes.

5. Are you a serious person?
No, | really like to make jokes with my students and fellow teachers.

6. Do you find it difficult to teach students in Oman@

Writing and listening take a lot of time to teach properly. Students
seem to do much better at grammar and reading in a shorter period
of time.

7. Do you like Omani students?

| really like how Omani students are always smiling and laughing all
over the University campus. It really brightens your day and makes
you feel good to see all that happiness every day.

8. How was your beginning at the University of Nizwa?

One of my best memories was four years ago when | had just arrived
and it rained very hard. It flooded the road that goes through the
University and it was like a river or canal. It reminded me of Venice,
Italy. Everyone got to go home early to avoid the flooded wadis.

9. Do you have any aims, dreams or ambitions in your life?2

| have always wanted to build a house preferably with some land
where | could farm and have animails. | would love to have a Ranch
like you see in America as well as other countries.

Free Time

e FREE TIME

Free time is like a fruit. If you leave the fruit on the free for a long
time, you will be unable to eat it, just like free fime. If you miss your
free fime and just sit without doing anything, your life will be unable
to practice something or create or even learn something new in
your life. So we have to work on our free time and don't be lazy.

In my country, people have a lot of free time because of many
things. First of all, there is a big population of foreign workers. Because
of this, some local people don’t have jobs. Another thing is for the
people who have jobs and aren’t married, when they finish their
jobs the rest of the day will be free time. Another thing is there are a
few old people who can’t work and their sons give them money to
spend in their free time.

All'in all, there is nothing to stop you from practicing or learning new
things in your free time. You can use your free time in a negative
or positive way. You are the one who chooses the way. It's your
direction. It's your life. Make it good and grow up learning.

Omer Abdel Aziz Abduladhim Mohammed

Elementary Level

* IS THERE A NEW THING THAT YOU WANT TO LEARN IN YOUR FREE
TIMEZ WHY?

In my free time, | want to learn a lot of new things. These things
| think will improve my ability. The things that | want to learn are
sewing clothes, training to write calligraphy, and trying to learn how
to paint. Actually | don’t know how to sew clothes, but | will learn
to sew because | like that thing. Also, | will sew a lot of clothes and
simple things like a doll after | learn that. The second thing | want
to do is learn how to write calligraphy precisely because | want to
improve my talent in writing. Also | want to practice writing with
other styles. In addition, | want to learn how to paint because | like
painting, but | don't know how to paint easily. Also, | want to learn
basic things about painting. | think painting is a good thing to learn
in my free time. Of course, there are many things | want to learn
about it.

Hajer Hamdan ALShammakhi
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An interview with Zinnia Bookwala

Zinnia Bookwala is an inferior
designer from Muscat, and an
infrepid young woman who
follows her dreams. Here she
talks about her profession and
free time to Nina Walter from
UoN.

Could you ftell us something
about your job? What do you
do?

| am an Interior Designer by
profession.

And what are
responsibilities?

| have had the privilege to work
as a designer, detailer, as well as
handle project supervision. As
a designer, | am involved with
designing a given space and
transforming it in line with my
client’s vision & taste, keeping
in mind fthe functionality of
the space. Detailing involves
emphasizing the methods,
material and processes
required to translate your
designs into reality; whereas
supervision involves monitoring
and ensuring that your design

your

Students’
Work

ideas have been understood
well by the contractor and that
they are correctlyimplemented
on site.

What qualifications does a
person need to do what you
are doing?

Qualification-wise you need
a Diploma, Bachelor's or a

Master’'s degree in Interior
Design to pursue it as a
profession. While Interior
Designing is highly reliant

on talent and skills, to enter
a professional environment
and also to be well versed
with the technical aspects
of the trade, it's best to gain
these qualifications prior fo
practicing.

Could you describe your typical
working day?

Well a typical day usually
involves a mayhem of activities
fromclientmeetings, dedicated
designing hours, coordination
with other technical people
involved in the projects, to site
visits and meeting with product
suppliers and dealers. Certain

days can be relaxed, while
many a day we are busy trying
to meet deadlines!

How many people do you work
with?e

Frankly, the entire design
process can never be done
in isolation. There are many
parties involved — depending
on the project stage. The usual

parties would include the
client, designer [consultant],
contractors, suppliers,

government bodies, building
management people etc.
What is your biggest challenge
at worke

The biggest challenge as
a designer is in accurately
recognising client needs and
successfully franslating them
to concrete ideas. Remember,
while designing requires talent,
skill and technical knowledge,
it's a highly subjective field,
and individual tastes differ a
lot. There is no absolute right or
wrong! Your client’s taste and
style might be very different
to the standard —and at times

Movie Review: Hotel the hotel.

Transylvania Genndy Tartakovsky is known
Cast: Adam Sandler, Andy for his animation works like
Samberg, Selena Gomez, Dexter's laboratory, Samurai

Kevin James, Brian George.

Director: Genndy Tartakovsky.
Dracula wants a safe place for
his daughter Mavis. He builds
a hotel in Transylvania, to hide
from humans. It's called Hotel
Transylvania, where monsters
go for vacation far away from
the scary humans. Dracula
invites his friends: Frankenstein,
Eunice, Wayne and Wanda,
the werewolves, Griffin, the
invisible man, Murray, the
mummy, Bigfoot, and many
other monsters to celebrate
the 118th birthday of Mavis,
but things go wrong when
Jonathan—a human—enters

Jack, and many others. He's
back with a blood- sucking
monster—Draculo—and all the
familiar voices.

When a dad wants to protect
his precious daughter, weird
things are sure to happen.
Dracula has been protecting
Mavis forever and he wanfts to
continue that, but there is an
infruder in the hotel this time.
However, Dracula doesn't
give up, he wants things
to be the way they always
were, but not really. Dracula
makes Jonathan disguise as a
monster, and he starts to add
his fouches to the place. But

not feasible. It's your role as a
designer to balance this and
ensure the client’'s taste can
be met without compromising
the project’s functionality and
aesthetics.

And what do you love most
about your job?

| am a creative person by
nature. The ability to take
something so abstract from the
corners of the human mind and
to franslate it info a concrete
tangible product is what truly
inspires me. The reward from this
passion is simply inexpressible.

the truth must be revealed.
The animation is really exciting,
especially the character of
Dracula, and how his face
turns red when he thinks his
daughter is in danger.

The movie's really good,
but the scary things aren't
scary, they're just funny. It's
enjoyable and entertaining.
Although it's a nice movie,
there isn't a new thing that
would make it different from
other animations. Overall it's
a fantastic family comedy-
animation movie, and there is
also part 2 (Hotel Transylvania
2) to look forward to.

Asma Al-Hooti
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