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Participations

Omani history once more honoured in Paris / Omani history

in place of honour in Paris

Olga Andriyanova

On Tuesday, 8 November, the Embassy of the
Sultanate of Oman in Paris opened its doors to
welcome some 40 researchers, students, journalists
and other interested members of the public who
came to attend a half-day conference entitled
“Oman in the geographical sources, the accounts
of travellers and orientalists”.

The conference was coordinated by the Embassy
with support from the University of Nizwa (Oman)
and the French Centre for Archaeology and Social
Sciences (Kuwait). Olga Andriyanova, a Paris-
based Russian student preparing a PhD on the
modern socio-political history of Oman, ensured
the link between the Omani and the French sides.

A welcoming speech pronounced by H. E.
Humaid bin Ali al-Maani, the Ambassador of
the Sultanate of Oman in France, launched the
conference. His Excellency expressed his sincere
thanks to all the contributors to the conference,
especially to the University of Nizwa and its
Chancellor, Dr. Ahmad bin Khalfan al-Rawahi,
for their support and partnership that made this
scientific meeting possible, as well as to the French
Centre for Archaeology and Social Sciences
(CEFAS) for its support and proposal to publish
the research papers in the Arabian Humanities, the
peer-reviewed journal published by CEFAS.

H. E. the Ambassador drew the attention of the
public to the history of Omani-French relationships,
to centuries-old European interest in Oman, and to
the particularities of the Omani culture that, being
“part of the Arab Islamic culture in the region” and
being “in constant renewal thanks to its contacts
with other local and international cultures”, “could
develop its richness in several fields likes music,
literature, poetry and art”.

He also pointed to the importance of the corpus of
testimonies on Oman left by travellers, orientalists
and artists as “it allows us to make research on
our cultural heritage, to better understand our past
and its multiplicity, and to consider the future as a
source of hope”.

The first paper was presented by Dr. Moez
Dridi, a Franco-Tunisian historian working for the
Arabic Section of the Institute for the Research
and History of Texts in Paris (Institut de recherche
et d’histoire de textes), and was entitled “Iqlim
‘Uman in Arabic sources: the view of the other

between realities and prejudices”. The researcher
demonstrated how the religious and political
conflict that marked the early period of Islamic
history made the Arab authors based in the central
part of the Arab Caliphate create a negative image
of Oman and Ibadi communities. The second paper
presented, “Oman in medieval travel accounts
(7th-15th centuries)”, belonged to Dr. Sterenn
Le Maguer, research fellow of CEFAS and of
the “Medieval Islam” research unit (UMR 8167)
of the French National Research Centre (CNRS),
and archaeologist working on medieval Islam in
the Indian Ocean area. She presented the accounts
available on the three port-cities of Oman (Sohar,
Qalhat and Zafar) that were extremely active in the
Indian Ocean trade. She also compared the data
from Arabic, European and Chinese sources with
the results of archaeological research being led in
Oman by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture with
the collaboration of the French National Research
Centre (CNRS). The second part of the conference
concerned the modern and pre-contemporary
period. Dr. Dejanirah Couto, a lecturer and research
supervisor at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes,
presented a paper entitled “Portugal in the Sea of
Oman: Portuguese documentary holdings and
Iberian travel accounts in the beginning of the 17th
century”. She presented the international project
started in 2006 and supervised by the Ministry of
Awqaf and Religious Affairs of Oman. The project
included publication and translation into English
and Arabic of the documents from the Portuguese
archives containing data on Oman, the Omani-
Portuguese relationship, and Omani presence
in East Africa. The project is coordinated by Dr.
Michael Jansen and Dr. Abdulrahman al-Salimi
and is the result of the partnership between the
Centro de Estudos Historicos da Universidade
Nova in Lisbon and the Research Center of Indian
Ocean in Muscat. The researcher demonstrated
how the archival sources might complement the
travel accounts data with regard to the information
on Oman provided by Frei Antonio de Gouveia and
D. Garcia de Silva y Figueroa, Spanish diplomat
and ambassador to Persia. The concluding paper
was presented by Dr. Suleiman al-Husseini, a full-
time researcher at Al Khalil bin Ahmed Center
for Arabic studies (University of Nizwa) and
was entitled “Scientific, historical and cultural
importance of the accounts of Western travellers
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and orientalists on Oman”, in which he analysed
the factors that encouraged Western travellers to
visit Oman. He presented the background of the
authors of these accounts, and examined the nature
of these sources and their importance for the study
of the history of Oman, and their importance as
independent subjects for research. In conclusion,
he stressed the necessity to continue the collection
and the study of these types of sources as they
contain information not available in local Omani
sources. He further proposed to enrich and develop
the collections of the Omani-French museum
in Muscat, with its being a link between the two
peoples and their cultures.

The conference was accompanied by a small
book exposition of some recent publications
related to the subject, including the publications
of the participating researchers. The attending
public could also visit the library of the Embassy
opened last year with the aim of facilitating access
for French students and researchers to specialized
literature and to the most recent Omani publications.

The papers presented aroused a lively discussion
between the participating researchers and the
attending public on the sources of the early
history of Oman, and on the importance of the
Portuguese sources (archives and travel accounts)
for the historical data on Oman for the 16th and
17th centuries, a period which is relatively poorly
represented in the available local Omani sources.
It was mentioned that Omani historians have
progressed in their research because they now
have a better mastery of foreign languages. It was
also stressed that international meetings uniting
researchers from Oman, France and other countries
are of vital importance for scientific exchange and
for the progress of academic knowledge on Oman.
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Sage of Arabs .. Sultan of Hearts

Have you heard about a great man?! Great like the greatness of history .. Strong
such as sword .. Fixed like mountains .. King of kings and lord of times .. The
pens will dry up when describing this man .. He is a crown of the heads and
philosopher of the souls .. Inspiring of the sense and foundation stone .. He is Mr.
and the father commander .. We offer him our souls by love and joy and respect
.. Qaboos .. Not only worthy of words of love and thanksgiving .. And what is in
our heart is greater than to write...

Asma Salim Saleem AL-Mabsali
Translation English language and

| Close to the moon |
I went out from my home

| I called my brother named john |
Switched off the lights of my room

| T walked until reaching "the zone |
I found my father setting with mom

| They were watching a film in public shown |

| 1 took a photo of them with a big zoom |
Suddenly in the sky I saw a balloon

| Hasa photo of an actor called tom |

Making beautiful picture close to the moon
| Surrounding with fantastic soap foam |

Marwah sulieman Abdullah alabri
L - . . .

My Angel Mother

You Are Not Forgotten

You are not forgotten, forever they miss you.

You are not forgotten, always they see you.

You are not forgotten, internally they will stay with you.

You are not forgotten, for life they will laugh with you.

You are not forgotten, because the smile on their face the reason is you.
You are not forgotten, their admiration is shine on you.

You are not forgotten, because no one inspire them but you!!

Sakhiya Amour Rashid
Civil Engineering

«ARABIA & TRAVEL WRIT

Last Sunday on
thel3th of November,
2016, the  French
language section in
the foreign languages
Department, College
of Arts And Sciences — ' ‘ }
held the «<ARABIA & k= ; S\ e
TRAVEL WRITING» | | & .
conference. The French
studies colloquium =
was a huge success with the presence of Dr. Mahmood Jasim,
Dr. Mostafa Mansi, Dr. Khalfan Al Harrasi & Prof. Charles
Forsdick; as well as, many faculty members and students. The
papers delivered by five researchers from 10 AM to 4 PM, gave
a great historical overview of the topic: from the Middle Ages to
contemporary times, we heard presentations about Arab writers
and European explorers, in a great spirit of cultural exchange.
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Dr. Guillaume, who was the main organizer of the conference,
said that it was «an opportunity for the French studies in Nizwa
to show our eager to develop academic research in a multilingual
context, and to declare our love for the Arabic peninsula, and for
Oman in particular, through travel literature.»

Professor Charles Forsdick was invited to give a talk as a key-
note speaker; allowing us to enjoy the communication of one
of the greatest specialist in travel writing in the world. Forsdick
came straight from Liverpool University, he appreciated greatly
his stay in Nizwa, and really enjoyed the papers delivered in his
presence. «lt is a the fascinating experience, Forsdick said, which
provides a very good image of the research in French studies in the
Gulf countries». His own lecture focused mainly on the journeys
of convicts between North Africa and other oversee territories.

Previously of professor Forsdick speech, the conference
started with four presentations in French language exploring
new academic territories concerning <ARABIA & TRAVEL
WRITING>: Ms. Karima Bel Baraka explained the work of
medieval geographer Al Bakri, while Ms. Hajer Nahdi analysed
famous Syrian poet Nizar Qabbanis travel texts. Then Dr. Djamila
Gabruck talked about travel blogs in Arabia, and Dr. Guillaume
Thouroude completed this rich morning session by theorizing
orientalism tendencies in contemporary literature.

After this fructuous day, it is only reasonable to hope that
«ARABIA & TRAVEL WRITING” will turn itself into a
publication, to make these pieces of research available to a wider
audience, and that other conferences will be organized in the DFL
in order to keep the creativity alive.
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