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Participations

The king in the car park

By Yussuf Sookdin

On 22nd August 1485, one of medieval
England's most famous kings - Richard
IIT - was killed in the Battle of
Bosworth Field. He was the last king
from the Plantagenet dynasty. He was
also the last English king to die in battle.
Richard died a brutal death. According
to historical accounts, he suffered many
stab wounds and died from violent blows
to his head. One of these blows was so
powerful it drove his helmet into his
skill. Others shattered the base of his
skull, leaving large holes in the bone.
Richard had not been a widely popular

Richard IITI, 1452 - 1485

monarch and his enemies continued to
attack his corpse even after death. His body was stripped naked and hung over
a horse. It was paraded through the streets and abused by passers-by.

Opinions are divided over what kind of king Richard was. His supporters argue
that he was an open-minded, tolerant ruler. He introduced important legal
reforms, like legal aid for the poor, the presumption of innocence till proven
guilty, and bail - paying money to free someone from jail until their trial. His
critics argue that he was a cruel tyrant. He is accused of murdering his two
young nephews to become king. In his famous play, Richard III, written 100
years after Richard's death, William Shakespeare describes him as a poisoned
hunchback and an evil, ugly villain. Shakespeare's play has influenced how we
remember Richard ITII. The play has one of the most famous opening lines in
English literature: '‘Now is the winter of our discontent’. The character of
Richard in the play has been performed by many famous actors, including
Laurence Olivier, Al Pacino and Kevin Spacey.

Usually, English kings are given big funerals and buried in famous castles or
churches, like Windsor Castle and Westminster Abbey. But Richard IIT was
buried quickly, and over time, his burial place was forgotten. For 500 years,
nobody knew where he was buried. Some historians believed that he might not
have been buried at all. They thought that his body might have been thrown
into a river. One of the few English monarchs without a known grave, Richard
IIT became known as the 'lost king'. Some scholars believe that if it weren't for
Shakespeare's play, Richard might have been completely forgotten [ he only
reigned for two years.

Then, in September 2012, archaeologists from the University of Leicester
discovered a skeleton while digging under a car park in Leicester. It had sev-
eral interesting features. The skeleton was that of a male. It was at least 450
years old. The wounds on the skeleton indicated that the person was killed in
battle. There are fen injuries, eight of which are o the skull. Large holes
in the skull suggested severe blows o the head. These head injuries would have
been the cause of death. The burial site in Leicester is not far from the loca-
tion of the Battle of Bosworth Field. But it is the curve in the spine that was
of particular interest to the archaeologists. It is in keeping with descriptions

of Richard IIT as a ‘deformed hunchback'.
Was it possible that they might have
uncovered the grave of England's long lost
king? Scientists studied the skeleton for
the next four months, using carbon dating
and DNA tests.

Carbon dating measures the amount of
carbon-14 in an organism. All living organ-
isms contain carbon-14. When the organism
dies, it stops producing carbon-14. In the
years after death, carbon-14 decays at a
constant rate. By measuring the amount of
carbon-14, scientists are able to calculate
the age of an organism. The skeleton from
the parking lot was carbon dated to
between 1455 and 1540. The study also
revealed that the bones belonged to a man
between the ages of 25 and 35. Richard
IIT died at the age of 32. Scientists also
traced one of Richard III's descendants
— a man called Michael Ibsen. They com-
pared DNA from Ibsen's saliva with DNA
extracted from the skeleton's teeth. The
DNA matched, and on 4th February 2012,
archaeologists from the University of
Leicester confirmed that the skeleton in
the parking lot was that of Richard ITT.
England's lost king had finally been found,
528 years after his death. However, con-
troversy began about where the lost king's
remains should be buried.

Michael Ibsen (left)

providing saliva for DNA testing
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Sources:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-21063882
http://www.channel4.com/news/richard-iii-descendants-call-for-york-burial
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2013/feb/04/richard-iii-dna-bones-king
http://www.le.ac.uk/richardiii/

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130204-king-richard-iii-skeleton-bones-science-
archeology-world/

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/ The-Battle-Over-Richard-IIIs-BonesAnd-His-
Reputation-190400171.html

Pictures:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/60861613@N00/3930916033/

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/2b/Archaeologist_working_in_Trench.jpg/4
00px-Archaeologist_working_in_Trench.jpg
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Participations

The Ethnologue

By Jill Newby James

Ask people what the most common language in the world is today. Most would prob-
ably say ‘English’. Approximately 1.5 billion people can speak it. That is one quarter
of the population of the whole planet. They use it for work, education and the
Internet. However, the number of native speakers is much smaller. In fact, more
people speak Mandarin Chinese as a mother tongue than English. Arabic, Spanish,
Hindi, French and Portuguese are also major languages. Languages survive — and even
grow - because many people use them. Yet, some languages are only spoken by a few

people. These are the minority languages.

There are minority languages in most coun-
tries around the world. In Oman, for exam-
ple, Shahri and Mahri are minority languages.
Often,

speakers know both languages. They have to

The majority language is Arabic.

use the main language to go shopping, fill out
forms, or go to school. In Afghanistan, a
small humber of people — only fifty — speak
Ormuri. That is not the main language. In
fact, it comes from Pakistan, although even

there only a few thousand people know it.

The majority language in Pakistan is a form
of Baluchi.
something called the Ethnologue.

How do we know all this? From

Ormuri speaker from Afghanistan

The Ethnologue was founded by Richard Pittman in the late 1940s. He wanted to
share information on language development with colleagues. He began to collect facts
and figures from around the world. By 1951, when the first edition was published, he
had data on forty-six languages. Over the next eighteen years, Dr Pittman's work con-
tinued to grow. By 1969, he had data on 4,493 languages. Three years later, the

Ethnologue covered all known living languages in the world.

Not all scholars agree about what a language is. In some cases, two people just say
words in a different way. This is accent. It is just a change in sound. The words
written down would be the same. There is also dialect. In this case, people may say
words differently, have different grammar and use old or local words for things. This
example is from Cornwall, in the far south west of the UK.

"Where's me gamp?” Where's my umbrella?
"Where's it t0?” Where is it?
"Her"'ll be late.” She'll be late.

According to the Ethnologue, if two speakers can interact with each other without

having to learn the other language, then each is a variant, not a separate language.
Someone from London, for example, could interact with the speaker from Cornwall
easily enough. Neither needs to learn a new language. Using this definition, the

Ethnologue now has 6,809 languages listed.

Many of those are endangered. That means that they are in danger of dying out
or becoming extinct. Speakers stop using them for many reasons. They may use a
second language — such as English — with their children. The children use English
more and more at school, then in shops or at work. Their native language is used
less and less. Old speakers of the language die and eventually there may be nobody
who uses it as their first language. In the end, the language itself dies. The
researchers at the Ethnologue are concerned about this. They study the reasons
why people stop using a language and the effect that has on the local community.
This is because language is closely linked to culture, so losing a language means los-

ing part of a culture.

To decide whether a
language is in danger,
the researchers look at
two things. First, they
look at the number of
speakers. Second,
they look at how and
where the language is
used. A language may

be endangered because

there are fewer and
fewer  people  who

speak that language. This is especially true for languages that are not written.
They may also be endangered because they are used for fewer and fewer func-
tions. For example, if a language is only used in the home, but not in the market,
it may become endangered. The Ethnologue suggests that a language is nearly dead
when fewer than fifty people speak it. At present, 497 languages are listed as
endangered. Soon, they may be gone for ever. As aresult, researchers have begun

to study the many factors which contribute to endangerment.
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Photos:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Pashtun_girl.jpg

Image: 'Vanishing' http://www.flickr.com/photos/19614198@N00/2296396081 Found on flickrcc.net
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