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Task–based instruction has interested some
researchers and curriculum developers in foreign lan-
guage instruction since the mid-1980s as a result of
widespread interest in the functional views of language
and communicative language teaching. Instructional
methods in order for the learners to use the foreign lan-
guage for communication are teachers employing a
task- based approach in which communicative tasks
serve as a means of allowing students to learn about
language in a meaningful social context. A commu-
nicative task is best seen as a meaning –focused (rather
than form focused). Class work  in which learners
either comprehend, manipulate, produce, or interact in
the target language. 

The rational for employing communicative
tasks lies in the assumption that language is learned by
interacting. This interaction is considered to be "learn-
ing itself". Consequently, there is an emphasis on inter-
action among learners through communicative tasks
such as information –gap tasks, problem- solving tasks,
role playing, communication games and simulations.

However, it is contended that certain condi-
tions are required for communication tasks to maxi-
mize the opportunities for language learning:
First, interactions, in order to reach the task outcome,
each must have a different portion of the information to
be exchanged.
Second, each interactant must elicit the information
from the other and in turn provide it.
Third, interactants' goals must be identical or conver-
gent, that is, each participant has the goal of arriving at
a definite solution. 
Finally, attempts to meet the goal must produce only
one acceptable 
outcome.

Under the above mentioned conditions, learn-
ers [can] experience comprehension of input, feedback
on production and interlanguage modification [while
being engaged in purposeful social interactions].
Concomitant with task-based approach is the emphasis
on group work participation".
Group work is considered beneficial to language learn-
ing under the assumption that it  "generates interactive
language, offers an embracing affective climate, pro-
motes learner responsibility and autonomy, and is a
step toward individualizing instruction”. Working in
groups can increase learners’ motivation.  There is also
a psycholinguistic rational for working in groups in
addition to the “pedagogic benefits. Input can be made
comprehensible and more effectively when interactants
negotiate meaning in small groups.

There are identified five advantages of the
use of group work in the language classroom for peda-
gogical reasons:
Group work increases language practice opportunities;
Group work improves the quality of student talk ;
Group work helps individualize interaction;
Group work promotes a positive affective climate; and
Group work motivates learners. 

A communicative task used in CLT
can be defined as a piece of classroom work
which involves learners in comprehending,
manipulating, producing, or interacting in
the target language while their attention is
principally focused on meaning rather than
form. Therefore, communicative tasks are
completely different from traditional lan-
guage tasks which require learners to pay

attention to specific linguistic properties
(lexical, phonological, or grammatical ) so
as to practice using them more accurately.

In addition, communicative tasks
have the following characteristics: 

There must be communicative purpose;
There must be focus on message rather than on lin-
guistic code;
There must be some kind of gap ( e.g. an information
gap,etc.);
There must be opportunity for negotiation when per-
forming the task; and,
Learners must choose the resources—verbal or non-
verbal—required for performing the task.

The components of a "task"  include " goals,
input, activities, teacher role, and setting". The above
mentioned components are briefly clarified: goals
express broadly what the results of a certain experience
will be. Input concerns data, verbal or non-verbal,
which the individual has to deal with when performing
a task. Activity refers to the performance of a task itself
on the basis of goals and inputs. In addition, there are
specific roles for teacher and learner in a given setting.
Within this framework, the issues of grading, sequenc-
ing, and integrating are decided in terms of task com-
ponents. The components concerning the learners
include such characteristics as one's confidence, moti-
vation, prior learning experience, and linguistic and
cultural knowledge. "tasks" and "activity" are some-
times used interchangeably.
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Task-Based Instruction (TBI)

There was a girl named Noor who lived in a beauti-
ful house with a garden with pet rabbits. She always
played with them with a big, red ball.
She brought carrots to them. She even slept with them.

One day she saw a new –born rabbit and she
was so excited and happy as a sun. She took the little
rabbit from the ground. Next, she kissed him and
showed him to her mother. Her mother smiled and told
her, ??Honey you are a nice girl, but I want you to
brush your teeth, help me at home, take a shower,
brush your hair, and study so hard??. That made
Noor’s face red like a tomato. She didn’t like anybody
to tell her what to do. She usually just slept or watched
television. She thought life was for resting, and that’s
it. She took her new-born rabbit into her hands to
enjoy him with the other rabbits in the garden, and
then she decided to take him inside. 

With slow steps, Noor moved to the house
door and opened it. Just then, a big white rabbit from
outside jumped on her face. That was the mother of the
new-born rabbit. After that, she screamed, ?? I hate
rabbits!?? All the rabbits were running and shaking
from  Noor’s   scream and hid in the hall. Noor moved
from the garden to the kitchen to get some water, and
she threw everything in sight. When she opened the
fridge, she threw the eggs at the fan and put the bread
on the floor. She turned on the lights, opened the
fridge, and scattered the rice on the kitchen table. She
made that mess in the kitchen because she was angry
at the rabbits. When her mother came to the kitchen,
her mother saw the mess with her own eyes, and Noor
was standing at the edge of the table. Her mother
looked at her a long time, but Noor didn’t care. She
just walked around her mother and went outside the
kitchen. Her mother began crying and cleaned the
mess.

After that incident, everybody in the home was mad
at Noor. Nobody talked with her, but she never cared.
She just looked the door of her room and slept.

One day her mother invited people to their
home, and Noor still locked the door and slept. When
her mother knocked on the door to tell her to talk with
the people, she never answered her mom and that made
her mother angry. Finally, she shouted at her, ?? You
are always a lazy girl ! " Noor was stunned and began
crying. She slammed the door of her room and ran
through the people to the outside. Noor shouted to
everybody at home, " I will find a better place than this
home !" 

Her mother tried to relax her, but Noor
never listened to her. She opened the gate and ran
from the garden home to the street. She was wearing
pajamas with yellow spots and slippers. Her hair was
flying in every direction because she hadn’t brushed
it. The people in the street laughed at her :"Are you a
witch ?"  She kept running until something made her
stop: She fell into a big hole! When she opened her
eyes she saw the rabbits all around her. She said, "Is
the white rabbit still mad at me?" 

“No, she just wanted to protect her baby
like when your mother protected you.’’

Noor’s face turned bright like the moon
and she said, "My mother shouted at me because she
loved me!"

The rabbits showed her their home and
how they worked together to get carrots and nobody
was lazy. When it was time to work, all the rabbits in
the family started to work, and when it was time for
rest, all of the rabbits rested. While they were lying
next to each other, they heard a sound coming from
the hole. There was a long red tail sticking out of it.
The little rabbit shouted, "A fox!"  Noor said to the
little rabbits, "Hide in the room!" The little rabbits
would never let their parents fight the fox without
them. They brought boiled water and matches. All of
them fought the fox, and they burned his tail. Finally,
The fox ran away.

The rabbits celebrated for beating the
fox. The party made Noor miss her mother and fami-
ly, so she said goodbye to the rabbits. She learned a
lesson from them: That she had to help her family;
that family must work together. When she arrived
home, she saw her mother crying. Her mother said, "I
am sorry, but don’t run away again.” Noor hugged
her mom and said, “I will never again do something
to make you angry.” Noor became a good, hard-work-
ing girl. Paradise lost is sometimes heaven found.
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