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g1 Richard White
is twenty vyears
old. He lives in
England. He has a
brother and three
sisters. Richard is
the youngest. He
is English. His
father is from
London and he is a
businessman.
However, Richard's
mother is not from England. She is a teacher. She is from a beau-
tiful little town called Foix. It is in France. Richard and his family
go to Foix in the summer. They visit family and friends. Unlike
many other European families, his family is large! Richard doesn't
see his brother and sisters very often. He only sees them once a
year.

Richard's sisters

g2 Richard's eldest sister is called Emily. She is thirty-two years
old. She doesn't live in London. She lives in Paris. She is a doctor
and her life is very busy. She is married and has a little baby called
Tom. She works long hours at the hospital, but she loves her job.

93  Richard's next sister is Elizabeth. She is thirty years old and
lives in Milan. She is not a doctor. She is a photographer. She works
for big magazines like Vogue and Vanity Fair. She takes pictures of
beautiful models. She loves her job, but she doesn't have time to
see her family. She misses her brother, but she sends him a post-
card from Milan once a month.

94 Lucinda is Richard's third sister. She is twenty-eight years
old. She lives in Spain. She speaks four languages — English, French,
Spanish, and Italian. She loves Spain and she is very happy there.
She is a student. She studies art in Madrid. She is not married. She

=9

there. His major
is  Mathematics.
He doesn't like
the city because
it is very busy,
but he likes the
university and has
many friends.

96 Richard has
a house in Foix.
Every year in
July, Richard and
his family meet
there. Emily goes by car with her husband and baby. Elizabeth flies
from Milan to Paris then takes a taxi. Lucinda flies, too, from Madrid
to Paris, but she takes a bus to Foix. David takes three trains from
Oxford to London, London to Paris, then Paris to Foix. Richard's fam-
ily love this time of year because they meet and do many things
together.

Richard's house in Foix
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has a lot of free time, so she sends Richard a letter every week. s X s ) i eyl
She writes a letter every Friday evening. She goes to the post @l daaa oy lllase ppilldence sy cngy  dpanalligaas cin A oal s

office on Saturday mornings. She buys a stamp and then posts her
letter. Photos: gl
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Image: ‘sisters’  http://www.flickr.com/photos/58117789@N00/78118040 953 Anlae

Found on flickrcc.net

q5 Richard has only one brother. His name is David. David is
twenty-three years old. He is a student, too, like Lucinda. He lives
in England, but he does not live with his father, mother, and

Image: 'Contraventanas de todos los colores'  http://www.flickr.com/pho-
Richard. He lives in Oxford, because he studies at the university

t0s/48741202@N00/5650673185 Found on flickrcc.net
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How did transport begin?

By Jill Newby James

@1 How did you get to college today? In a bus, or a car, or a taxi? Or did
you walk? Walking is how the first humans travelled. They used their own two
feet and found their way from place to place by following their food. But how
did transport begin?

92  People started by domesticating animals for transport. Donkeys and
horses were probably first, between 5,000 and 6,000 years ago. Camels were
slightly later, between 4,000 and 5,000 years ago. Meanwhile, about 5,500
years ago, the wheel was invented in what is now Iraq. At first, wheels were
made of solid pieces of wood tied together to form a circle. From 4,000 years
ago they were made with spokes, like a modern bicycle wheel. The first vehi-

cles had arrived.

Transport by donkey

@3 People in ancient times also traveled by boat. The earliest boats were
canoes made of tree trunks. 5,100 years ago the Egyptians invented sailing
boats called dhahabeeyas. These were made of bundles of reeds tied togeth-
er. They had simple square sails made of sheets of cloth. However, they could
only sail in one direction. If the wind blew a different way, they had to row
the boat with oars. That was hard and slow. Even so, for hundreds of years,
boats and ships were the easiest and fastest way to travel.

@4 That changed with the
Romans. They were masters

of engineering. Travel by
water was still important to

them. They built large mer-

chant ships called cortia,
which could carry up to 1,000
tons of cargo. They also had
fast boats
biremes and triremes for fighting or carrying messages. Biremes had two rows

Roman bireme

small, called

of oars on each side, while triremes had three. However, the Romans are

famous for roads. Their empire stretched from Egypt to Britain and
Morrocco to Russia. They built roads so that their armies could march quick-
ly from place to place. Rich people traveled by horse. On long journeys, they
used wagons pulled by horses or oxen. Roman roads were so good that peo-
ple forgot how to make them for 1,500 years. By the 16th century, most
roads had become dirt tracks. People could only move slowly with horses and
carts. Traders who wanted to move goods from one place to another found
it difficult. Donkeys and wagons couldn’t carry very much and they were very

slow.

g5  Just like today, people wanted faster and cheaper transport. Many
preferred to use water transport. Ships could carry big or heavy cargoes
easily. But there was a problem. Ships had to travel by sea or river and many
people lived inland. In England, for example, coal for fires and steam power
came from the mountains in the north. It had to be taken many kilometers
to the factories where it was needed. It was heavy, so hundreds of donkeys
and mules were needed to carry it, which made it expensive. In 1759, the
Duke of Bridgewater decided to build a canal, or artificial river, to carry coal
more easily. He used long, flat boats called barges. As a result, the journey
took less time and the price of coal fell by half. For the next century, hun-
dreds of canals were dug across Britain to supply the growing demands of the
Industrial Revolution.

W:547 R:78%,VP:947%K1K2, 0:100%
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Image ‘'-Donkeys-' http://www.flickr.com/photos/72132747@N00/139039950

Found on flickrcc.net

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6d/Trireme_1.jpg/755p
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