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WHERE IS ENGLAND, ANYWAY?

When [ taught in Turkey, one of my stu-
dents thought that England was in London.
Others simply couldn’t understand the con-
nection between the terms UK, Britain, Great
Britain, and the British Isles, and some thought
England was comprised of Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland caused fur-
ther confusion because it sounded like North-
ern Island, which could be construed as being
any one of the many islands off the northern
coasts of mainland Scotland, and which are of
course Scottish.

The home of the global lingua franca is a
very confusing place. Even its natives are not
sure whether it’s part of Europe or not. Many
have come to believe that they were in Europe,
but that a national vote has now expelled them
from Europe. So let me explain, as concisely as
possible, where England actually is.

Politically, England is part of the United
Kingdom (UK) of England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. (Note the -ire... there’s
been lots of it.) This means that four countries
are united under one sovereign, which could be
a king or a queen, and is currently a queen.

Great Britain, geographically, is an island
separated from the European mainland by the

o S sesasscssesassasscsannansssesassssssssassesasaaseesesassssseasastesessatessessssessessassesessans 3
.

by John Bull

English Channel and the North Sea. It comprises
the countries of England, Scotland and Wales.
It’s also called just Britain, which gives rise to
the term for its natives as British, or Brittons or,
informally, Brits. These terms, however, are not
always adopted by the Northern Irish, because
their country, Northern Ireland, is part of a sepa-
rate, nearby island (Ireland) to the west. They
are, nevertheless, UK citizens.

The British Isles are the geographical group
of islands that consist of the islands of Great
Britain, Ireland, and over six thousand smaller
isles. The main language spoken all over the
British Isles is English.

Now, is England in Europe? Yes. Europe
is a continent. A continent is a huge tectonic
plate, and the British Isles are connected to that
plate. Confusion arises when the term ‘Europe’,
alone, is used to mean the European Union. It
is the European Union, or EU, that the UK has
recently become forced to leave, by the result of
a national referendum. So, while the UK is still
part of geographical Europe, it is no longer a
member of the political European Union.

I trust none of this will deter holidaymakers.
England hasn’t moved. And by the way, Mos-
cow is in Europe, too.

STUDENTS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

A response to The Road Not Taken (a poem
by Robert Frost)

by Sara Zahran Al-Kindi (Translation major)

Every time we decide to start a new page in
our lives, we will find ourselves in front of sev-
eral choices. In the poem, the person is in front
of two roads. Each of these roads attract him to
walk on.

However, there is no possibility to travel on
both of them. Alike, if we find ourselves standing
in front of hundreds of choices, we have to select
one because standing without making any deci-
sion will not lead us to anywhere.

The person in the poem is standing for a long
time in front of one of these roads , wondering
where this road could lead him. Also, he is at-
tracted by another road; maybe it could be better
to travel there. Both of them seem to be the same,
but they will not lead us in the same direction.
Likewise, a lot of decisions seem to be the same,
but they will not lead us to the same place and the
direction at the end. Therefore, thinking about the
consequence before you make certain decision is

an essential step as it leads us to change
positively.

In stanza three the person is still won-
dering if he might have the opportunity to
get back again and pick up another road.
Actually , when we decide to travel on a
certain road, no matter what happens we
have to keep going on till the end. In the
poem, the person is puzzled and he can-
not pick the appropriate road for himself.
Nevertheless, he is a brave person because
he picks the road which is less travelled by
and most people are afraid of going on this
journey because they don’t have enough
experience. Therefore, they prefer to travel
on the road which is the most travelled by.

At the end, every decision that we make
in our lives, makes difference whether it is
positive or negative. In my point of view,
the person’s attitude towards his choices is
not obvious in the poem. I am not sure if
the person is glad about his choice or if he
regrets it.

FI TEACHER FINDS FAME IN FILM
An interview with an intrepid explorer of heritage.

It was the hot Omani month of April
when fame called upon Mr Malcolm to
star in a short video for the Oman Min-
istry of Heritage and Culture to pro-
mote Nizwa as the Capital of Islamic
Culture, 2015.

Four groups of Omani film stu-
dents were dispatched to Nizwa for one
week to produce different short videos
under the direction of professional film-
makers. Mr M met his director, Rami
Murtada, in a Nizwa cafe where he and
his crew seemed very pleased to have
suddenly found a fit for the part they had chosen for their story: an older
western explorer, unearthing long-forgotten tales of magic and mystery
that originated in Nizwa. The part had been turned down by that already
in-demand star of DFL, Ray Petersen.

“For four days in the following week, with permission from our
former FI director, Dr Khalfan, I rose at dawn to meet the rest of the crew
at Al Diyar Hotel and follow them to our filming locations. At around
10.30am we would break off filming so I could hurry back to Birkat Al
Mouz to attend to business in Anjiz. By 3pm [ was off again to continue
my role as a would-be Indiana Jones in straw hat and carrying a back-
pack of spoils. We’d finish around 6 or 7pm when I’d retreat for a well-
deserved ice-cold beverage after baking in the relentless sun.

“For most of the film I had no speaking part; I just had to look curi-
ous and bemused, which I naturally was, anyway. The most interesting
experience was my being taken to parts of Nizwa I didn’t know existed,
and introduced to old local stories I had never heard of. There are several
tales that my character stumbles across and sees re-enacted before him.
A captivating example is the story behind the huge rock in the wadi near
Nizwa souq. Apparently, there’s a young boy inside it...”

The film, along with the others, was shown in Al Shahba in October
2015 to a rapt audience
of students and VIPs,
and participants in the
projects were awarded
plaques and certificates
in kind acknowledge-
ment of their efforts.
Clips from the film then
turned up in the foyer of
Nizwa’s Golden Tulip
Hotel in 2016. Mr M is
awaiting an offer for the West End adaptation since it now looks as if
world-wide distribution of the film has been curtailed. It’s become a bit
of a collector’s piece and might therefore show up in a Criterion edition.
Actually, Mr M praises all involved: “Rami and his crew did an excellent
job in all stages of production, and in looking after their western divo.
It’s a very professional and impressive video with some great special
effects.”

——— "
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For further information, or viewings by students, see Mr Malcolm.
“Trust me, Mr Malcolm; if you fall, I’1l catch you.”
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Facing Reality

We all, in our childhood, used to
believe in things like super powers,
eternity and so on. I believed years
ago if a finger was cut will grow again
like the lizards tail, but my idea
changed when I had an accident, the
accident left a huge scar on my leg,
I waited for the scar to disappear for
so long but it has not. so if my leg is
cut off I will not have another one?!
How scary was that? As years went
by I discovered that when people die,
they go somewhere where we cannot
see them, cannot talk to them, or hug
them. Actually we are all going to die
without exceptions, and that fact was
even less palatable than the first. I lost
my grandfather when I was thirteen
years of age and from that time I have
seen people die, almost one after the
other, so it seems soon it must be my
turn. Years ago I, as any child, used to

By Jihan AL salami

knock on my parent»s door at midnight
if I was scared, but now I have to face
my problems myself. I have grown up
enough to cry to myself, alone, under
my blanket in the middle of the night,
an old enough to tempt, or contemplate
the prospect of death, I think about
it more than anything else! I want to
pass before my Mom, before I search
for, and cannot find her. But I am con-
fused! what if she cries for me, calling
my name at night, holding my favor-
ite shirt, her face heavy with tears? A
scary life, a fearful soul, and no mat-
ter what you believe, soon you will
realize that fingers will not grow like
that lizardys tail. There are no imagi-
nary friends, no world with fluffy pink
clouds, no unicorns, and yes, one day
we all must leave this place, and em-
brace death. It»s truly a scary thought.

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

by Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow
wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted
wear;

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to
way,

doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and
I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

If you got the chance to
change your name, then
what you would choose?

From around the world we can see the pleasure of fami-
lies when they are preparing to welcome their babies.
Usually there is agreement or disagreement from family’s
members about their children’s names. The chosen name
whether it is suitable or not will be the title or the key of
the person forever. Some spend a long time looking for the
perfect name for their child, while others choose any name
randomly based on its musical sound. The former follows
the saying of every man will get based on his name, so they
agree on the power of names. The latter believes that it is
not more than definition for the person.

We heard some stories from around the world which is
about the beliefs in different cultures. It is difficult to de-
fine the origin of these beliefs, but they still affect people
and passed on from one generation to another. These beliefs
stand on a common idea which is the power of names. In
Germany, shepherds do not call the name of fox because
they think that if they say its name, it will come and attack
their hens and sheep. Another animal is avoided to be called
in India. Indians do not call the name of snake because it
will attack them while they are saying its name and they
replace it by “rope”. When the Chinese do not find the name
of medicine, they write its name on a piece of paper and
burn it to be ash. Then it is eaten by the patient to get well.
Based on their belief, they think the name of medicine has
the same effect of the medicine itself. In Borneo, if a child
gets ill, then his parents will change his name to another.
They think that the evil spirit will leave the child’s body and
will not recognize him again.

As a nature of all human beings like the beauty and ev-
erything related into, so beautiful names are more desirable.
Names are one of the factors in forming the identity of a
person that affect himself. So that makes us aware to choose
the best names for our children as what we hope them to be.
Names help people to modify their behaviors and thoughts.
One of the schools was suffering from the behavior of stu-
dents, so it applied experiment by calling initially genius
followed by their names. By the time of this application,
the behavior of student modified to be better. It is not new
for Islam to choose the best names. Our prophet changed a
lot of his friend’s names according to his say” you will be
called on the Day of Resurrection by your names and the
names of your fathers so choose the best names”.

From: Amira Ali Allamki
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