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A Talented Artist at the University of Nizwa

Arwa Al Ghafriis a student of German Translation
at the University of Nizwa, who has unique talents.

Arwa is an artist, animator, painter, and is a
musician. She uses modern and traditional art in
many different ways. Even though she has a very
busy study schedule, Arwa took time off to speak
with FI Connections about her art, studies, family,
and also to offer some advice to new Foundation
Institute students.

Arwa is the 19-year-old daughter of academic
parents, and she has 13 younger brothers and
sisters. Her greatest musical influence is her
mother’s beautiful voice, which she can recall as
her earliest memory, but she was quick to say, “I
am not special, as most of the girls in our family
can sing. I love singing, because of my mum, and
she has always encouraged me to perform.”

She also says her mother told her that from the
age of three she was “always drawing things for
their friends and neighbors. One of my cousins
also helped me to draw better. In fact, a lot of
my early schoolteachers, friends and family have
helped me, so my art is not all about me.”

Arwa has a lot of enthusiasm for the Japanese
artistic style of manga. Many years ago, it was just
line drawings without color, but it is now identified
as a new generation art form, that came back into
fashion at the end of the 18th century. With color
added to the stylish drawings it then became
popular, again, as ‘comic book’ art in the 1950s.

The diversity of
Arwa’s work is
clearly displayed.

Manga has now become even more popular, in
‘anime’ or animated form, and this is why Arwa
became interested. She said, “I started animating
in the fourth grade, using Microsoft PowerPoint.
Then, while 1 was in middle school, I used a gif
animator program, and took computer lessons
to get better. In 2009 I started using Photoshop,
which is still my favorite, but most of the time I
use an AnimeStudio package for my animations

and MangaStudio for manga work.”

Arwa’s computer skills have also enabled her to
“edit sounds and voices, and make music,” and at
a student open day last year, Arwa wrote, directed,
produced and acted, in a very funny comedy
drama, that showed not only dramatic talent, but
also her awareness of the need for all the actors to
want to have fun, to all have great lines, and time
in the spotlight.

An Arwa self-
portrait in anime
form.

Believe it or not, she also produced an animated
video version of a popular rap, where the lyrics,
rhythm and artwork provided an interesting
perspective. I asked her if she felt she was brave
doing new things with her music, but she simply
responded “No. I want to improve myself, and to
deal with life’s challenges in a mature manner.
This is just another form of expression, saying who
I am, and what I do.”

Arwa embraces the innovations and technologies
of her generation, and the possibilities they offer to
herself, and other young people, in their study

and leisure activities. She actively supports the
Facebook and Youtube platforms because they
allow her to promote and publish her art and

music.

Tanya Kaschinski, her German language lecturer
at the university, says Arwa is so creative, because
she is so motivated. “The driving force behind this
young talent is a ‘need-to-know’ philosophy, along
with her open-minded approach to challenges,
ensuring that very little is beyond her capabilities.”
Arwa is delighted with her lecturer’s words, and
agrees that she does have her studies as her current
priority of, “putting first things first. Work before
play.”

Iasked Arwaifsheis envied by her fellow students
for her obvious talents. “No,” she responded, “We
all respect each other, and all have different talents
that should be appreciated. The important thing is
to believe in ourselves.” These are the sentiments

of someone who has her feet on the ground.

I put it to Arwa that her family environment must
be very supportive. “I am lucky.” She responded,
“I am sustained by my whole family. My Dad, has
a Doctorate in Human Resources, and my Mum
has an Education degree, so they both know the
value of education! My extended family, my faith,
my teachers, and my personal goals are important.
It is because of all of that support that my studies,
then my art, continue to develop.”

These are the comments of a humble young
Omani, who describes herself as an ordinary
student. She is modest, and appears unaware of
the technical innovation, artistic vision and mature
perspectives that are obvious in her art, and the
intense commitment she shows in her studies.

The last word is with Arwa, as she encourages
other students to work hard in their studies, but to
enjoy their leisure time, saying “I love my art, but
I don’t really believe I would enjoy it half as much
if it was my work.” Arwa al Ghafri is definitely a
name for the future, and a real talent!

By Ray Petersen
Artwork by Arwa Al Ghafri
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A better Tomorrow Invocation

I had something in life that kept me going, O my drowning soul, all my collapsed emotions,
I was like drifting water most of the time. My fears of the deep ocean, weakens my inner.

O heart tarry a bit and return me to my devotions,

Now Dm lost in this circle of the unknowi
B T C e O Ehe HHXTOWIRE, All night long who can wipe my falling tear.

The i ity of what I lacked times.
Rt acked sometimes My faded peace on itys way to disappear,

That made me live in a body that is not mine, Where to find my beacon and dear?
And no one sees the hole in my chest. When I know Dm drowning with my fear,
And my dark path is breaking my idea.

IR e hos been from thine, To thee before itys late I plead and seek grace,

But I dont feel the pain as much as my heart possessed. L O vl lilke & lass.

If drowning helped,then the ocean would>ve let me in, Craving for your presence in me and embrace,

Though I don>t have a clue on how deep it will drown my light. All T can hear day long is nothing but alas.
Nothing I can see in my vision, am I a wonderer?

I guess Dl have to be in this complicated ocean until the morning begins, Will you be my saver and make me in thee a Ponderer?

And the day becomes wondersome and the moon and stars are a delight.

*Lujaina Abdullah Hamed Al-Busaidi

When I as a broken man can flourish again and the blind can see..
*English Education

Standing at the door, waiting to take a first step forward to flee.

My Angel Mother Train of life

OH... my Mother!

You are my heart Tick , tick ,tick ,tick ,tick Behind bars

My bright sun Cracking Blow up

My beauty moon Life is a dream , make it Glamorous

My happy night Life is a challenge , fight it Seamless regret

My always party i .

My great adviser L%fe ?S a game ., wil 1't Aya hamed Al-swaai
My support Life is a stage , play it English translation
All my life , , Life is a song , sing it

Life is a bell , ring it

Tk bbb btk
Life a flavors , taste it

I feel worry when I domt see you..
My think confuse without your opinion..

Life is a balloon , blow it

My challenges be so difficult without your support.. Life s a candle, light'it
My life became so fast without your love Don’t back down
Sadness without your care.. Take a gap year

Dark without your eyes.. No more

Pooring without your songs..

And so on

When, where, how, and who will be like you? My Angel Mother!

*Asmaa Mohamed Hamed Al Ameri







