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Communication and cultural/linguistic differences

Language at large entails wider, not strictly grammatical entities such as
tones, gestures, vocabulary, culture, customs, attitudes and context. Tarone
(1983:65) summarizes the complex nature of communication strategies
in interlanguage interaction by claiming communication to be «a mutual
attempt of two interlocutors to agree on a meaning in situations where
requisite meaning structures do not seem to be shared.» In other words,
what Tarone labels ‘meaning structures’ would include linguistic structure
and sociolinguistic rule structure, grammar and culture. Therefore, it is a
joint communication, where interlocutors must jointly construct meaning
in a process that relies on a variety of factors. One of the most important
ones among these is the pragmatic competence, which is the ability to
construct appropriate communication in different speech act forms such as
in compliments, refusals, requests or apologies.

An oversimplification that many researches fall for is to consider Arabic
speakers to be affected by the above factors to the same degree and in the
same way regardless of contextual differences. In fact, this overgeneralization
prevents the analyst from reaching descriptive and explanatory accuracy for
many reasons. The effect of the old and modern colonial history of Arab
nations, migration flows and geographical locations that limit or extend the
communication with other parts of the world are important factors which
contribute to different experiences and cultural outlooks. Al-Issa (1998)
criticizes treating the whole Arab World as one single nation and states
that it is a mistake to consider Arabs from different countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan or Morocco to share the same characteristics in
their discourse behavior, although they are all considered part of the Arab
World community.

An example of this differentiation of culture, and therefore of spoken
discourse in these countries can be observed in the different Arabic dialects
spoken throughout the Arab world. Although these dialects originally derive
from the classical Arabic, they still include some borrowings, expressions
and vocabularies from other languages and have also developed their own
linguistic innovations, producing a complex linguistic map. Classical Arabic
is a common referent and source, but it is limited in actual use to very formal
contexts, such as written communication and formal speech situations.
Dialects are also interacting and exposure to non-classical, regional variants
has increased as a result of the mass media, in particular TV series and
movies. Arab learners are in turn also affected by the domination of certain
languages in their communities as a result of different colonial experiences.
Exposure to colonial languages has also varied in accordance to the different
colonizing powers in different parts of the Arab world.

Given this complex linguistic situation in the Arab world, what L1 means is
not always immediately clear: it could refer to aspects of Arabic shared by
all dialects, but it could also refer to aspects of Arabic particular to specific
dialects, and both may be interacting with the L2 being acquired. These
complex interactions between L1 (local forms of Arabic and also shared
features deriving from Classical Arabic) and the different second languages
in the regions result in a complex linguistic panorama in the Arab world.
Thus, there are transfer patterns from different Arabic dialects into English
production, which may be similar across the Arab world if stemming

Dr. Ahmed Al-Rahbi (FID)

from shared features inherited from the Classical language, or different is
stemming from new developments in the local dialects. Take for instance
the presence of this effect in GCC countries (Oman, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar and UAE) on learners of English as a result of the presence
of British English in the Gulf region due to historical colonial reasons.
Some of these learners) transfer problems are phonological substitution
of Arabic consonants for English consonants, such as [b] for [p], [{] for
[w/v], [3] for [d3], [n] for [n] or [g] for [d3]. Some of these ([b] for [p], for
instance) are common across the Arab world; some others ([f] for [w/v])
stem from the particular phonological make-up of the Gulf dialectal area,
while still others ([g] for [d3]) are specific to the local variant of Arabic
spoken in Oman. Transfer is also felt in syntactic aspects such as word order,
producing transferred orders such as hat big for big hat (Khamis-Dakwar et
al 2012). This happens to be a common feature to all Arabic variants. In a
similar way, in a situation like that in the Maghreb , with the domination of
the French language as lingua franca, monolingual speakers who have not
been exposed to French have difficulties in distinguishing between /p/and
/v/; for example, they pronounce words like paper as /baber/ and visit as /
fisit/ (Khamis-Dakwar et al 2012). Although they do not explicitly claim
so0, they seem to suggest the expectation is that Arabic and French bilingual
speakers from that area would not have problems in distinguishing the
sounds, since they are part of the phonemic inventory of French. L1on L2
effects like the previous ones are well-known and studied and constitute one
of the most typical research areas in second language learning. The need
to avoid oversimplification in the depiction of the L1 is nothing new in the
area of phonetic, and the previous examples show typical variation in the L2
acquisition of English resulting from different aspects of an L1 which, as has
been shown, is far from being a single and homogeneous language even if
we call it ‘Arabic’.
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Northewest, Africa, the region of Africa north of the Sahara and west of
the Nile. The land of the Maghreb is generally considered to be the coastal
plains of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Western Libya.

These are some examples of direct transfer from L1 to L2 observed
with Arab learners. Khamis-Dakwar’s research studied Arabic immigrant
children in the US.
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' Movie Review: Hotel Transylvania 11  Free Time
| || |

| Asma Al-Hooti | Free time is like a fruit. If you leave |

the fruit on the tree for a long time,
| | you will be unable to eat it, just like |
free time. If you miss your free time
and just sit without doing anything, |
| your life will be unable to practice |
something or create or even learn
something new in your life. So we |

_ _ - — 1 o - /1

Cast: Adam Sandler, Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez, Kevin James, Brian George.

|  Director: Genndy Tartakovsky. ||
Dracula wants a safe place for his daughter Mavis. He builds a hotel in Transylvania, to

| hide from humans. It’s called Hotel Transylvania, where monsters go for vacation far away |

| from the scary humans. Dracula invites his friends: Frankenstein, Eunice, Wayne and Wanda, ||
the werewolves, Griffin, the invisible man, Murray, the mummy, Bigfoot, and many other

|  monsters to celebrate the 118th birthday of Mavis, but things go wrong when Jonathan—a | |
human—enters the hotel.

| Genndy Tartakovsky is known for his animation works like Dexter’s laboratory, Samurai Jack, |

| and many others. He’s back with a blood- sucking monster—Dracula—and all the familiar ||

| . 4
r ..I\ / / | 0

| ‘ have to work on our free time and |
don’t be lazy.

In my country, people have a lot of free
| | time because of many things. First of |
all, there is a big population of foreign |
| workers. Because of this, some local
| | people don’t have jobs. Another thing |
is for the people who have jobs and
| | aren’t married, when they finish their |
jobs the rest of the day will be free
time. Another thing is there are a few
| | old people who can’t work and their |
sons give them money to spend in
| | | their free time. |

voices.
| When a dad wants to protect his precious daughter, weird things are sure to happen. Dracula | All in all, there is nothing to stop you |
| has been protecting Mavis forever and he wants to continue that, but there is an intruder in the || from practicing or learning new things |
hotel this time. However, Dracula doesn’t give up, he wants things to be the way they always in your free time. You can use your
| were, but not really. Dracula makes Jonathan disguise as a monster, and he starts to add his | | free time in a negative or positive way. |
touches to the place. But the truth must be revealed. You are the one who chooses the way.
| The animation is really exciting, especially the character of Dracula, and how his face turns I 1 es your direction. It’s your life. Make |
| red when he thinks his daughter is in danger. | it good and grow up learning. |

The movie’s really good, but the scary things aren’t scary, they’re just funny. It’s enjoyable and
| entertaining. Although it’s a nice movie, there isn’t a new thing that would make it different | | |
from other animations. Overall it’s a fantastic family comedy-animation movie, and there is Omer Abdel Aziz Abduladhim
also part 2 (Hotel Transylvania 2) to look forward to.

|
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